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IN PRACTICE, THESE SERVICES HAVE

SIGNALING/MEDIA SEPARATION

SIGNALING PATH

often passes through several servers

low bandwidth + requires reliability 
               = often uses TCP

MEDIA PATH

should be the shortest end-to-end path

high bandwidth + tolerates packet loss 
               = often uses RTP

OFTEN, THE APPLICATION SERVERS
DO NOT KNOW ABOUT EACH OTHER

belong to different administrative
domains

serve different users

are produced by different vendors

are added and/or updated individually


